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EDUCATION MATTERS

Over the past years, the Faculty 

has  offered spec ia l  s tudy 

modules to provide students 

with opportunities to broaden their 

horizons and to enrich them in matters 

clinical and beyond.  In the six-year 

curriculum, this educational approach has 

not only been upheld but also extended 

through the incorporation of new initiatives to further the 

growth of students beyond knowledge and skills.  These are 

embodied in the Elective Semester that follows the summative 

exams of the MBBS third year.

In this twelve-week period, a hybrid approach has been taken 

where there are common elements to prepare students for 

their forthcoming clinical learning as well as providing a broad 

framework under which they have a choice of both content 

and learning environments.  In the former, students will be 

exposed to a wide range of programmes, such as 

the Ageing in Place Educational Programme, mental 

health first aid, stress management, high fidelity 

medical simulation as well as to begin their 

health-related projects.  Of particular interest 

and excitement is our clinical attachment 

programme where students will visit and 

learn at the HKU-Shenzhen Hospital.  

One of the desired outcomes from this 

experience is for them to appreciate 

and to articulate how key differences in 

healthcare systems can shape patient 

expectations, patient care and even the 

patterns of patient presentation.  And 

of course they will have the opportunity 

to sharpen their Putonghua and enjoy the 

local hospital cuisine!  

ELECTIVE SEMESTER FOR THE NEW 
MBBS CURRICULUM

In the latter eight weeks of the semester, 

students will have the choice to either 

self-initiate or to select two four-week 

or a single eight-week Faculty-organised 

module.  Each module broadly falls 

under one of the following categories: 

research, service learning, humanities, 

student exchange and knowledge 

broadening.  While encouraging students to extend their studies 

and experiences beyond the confines of the core curriculum and 

to pursue areas of personal and academic interests, they are 

reminded that this period is to foster their development into a 

professional medical practitioner.  As such, self-initiated projects 

will be done under the guidance of a suitable Faculty member 

or a qualified layperson.  They will also be subject to the 

approval of the Elective Semester Committee and students are 

expected to provide a reflective report of substance regarding 

their experiences.
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