
The Faculty’s first major initiative in e-learning can be traced 

back to the SARS outbreak in 2003 when face-to-face classes 

were suspended.  At that time, teachers delivered lectures 

through the web and attempted to conduct problem-

based learning (PBL) through adopting a chat-room style.  

Developments in e-learning have been on-going since that time.

The University has recently adopted Moodle (Modular Object-

Oriented Dynamic Learning Environment) as the learning 

management system.  One basic function of Moodle is to deliver 

course materials through the internet.  The Moodle site also 

has a question and answer forum so that learning can continue 

beyond the classroom.  There are many other possibilities, with 

new modules being developed in pathology, medicine, and 

language learning, among others. 

PBL has also benefited from technology.  Traditionally, clinical 

cases have been presented on paper.  Now video cases have 

been produced, offering more authentic representations of the 

problems that students are being trained to solve, an advance 

greatly welcomed by both teachers and students.

The Faculty has developed an MBBS curriculum map to help 

teachers to make more efficient and effective use of contact 

time.  The curriculum map captures information about all 

formal teaching and learning activities in the programme (for 

example, title of course, learning outcomes, teachers involved) 

and presents the data via an easy-to-use and searchable web 

interface.  This enables a teacher to find out what students 

have learned before they come to his or her lecture, and to plan 

appropriate content.

In addition, web 2.0 technologies have enabled the Certificate 

in Medical and Health Sciences Education, an online course 

targeting medical educators from all over the world, to adopt 

the same educational principles that it is promoting.
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Online certificate course for teachers in medical 
and health sciences.

Curriculum map showing teaching and learning 
activities in a single block.

A Moodle module on how to interpret chest x-rays. Screen capture from a video trigger used for 
problem-based learning.


