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Six-year MBBS Programme to Broaden Student Experience Beyond Medicine

The education reforms will also see the existing four-
year Bachelor of Nursing (BNurs) transformed into  

a five-year programme in 2012.  With the extra year and  
a re-designed curriculum, there will be unprecedented room 
for undergraduate students to broaden their vision and 
knowledge base.  The new programme will enable students 
to develop generic and specialised skills, engage in diverse 
local and global learning experiences, and monitor their own 
study and learning needs.  In addition, students will be able 
to enhance their capabilities in communicating with others 
as well as tackling novel situations and ill-defined problems.  

G r a d u a t e s  f r o m  t h e  f i v e - y e a r  B N u r s 
programme will be inquisitive, l ife-long 
learners ,  who have a  cr i t ica l  mind for 
intel lectual  pursuits  and a humanist ic 
or ientat ion  for  improv ing the  human 
condition.  They will also have the competence 
to pursue professional excellence and the 
vision to promote global health. 

A s part of the 3+3+4 curriculum reform, the Bachelor of 
Medicine and Bachelor of Surgery (MBBS) programme 

will be lengthened from five to six years, starting in 2012. 

Like the current programme, the six-year MBBS will be system 
and problem based.  However, there will also be important 
differences, which are aimed at broadening the students’ 
horizons.  Students will be required to complete six Common 
Core Courses in areas beyond medicine.  In addition, the first 
year of the new programme seeks to serve as an “Introduction 
to the Art and Science of Medicine”, embracing life sciences 
medical ethics, humanities and public health.  

Language training will be an important part of the new 
MBBS programme.  In addition to two English courses, one of 
which targets the use of English in the discipline, a Chinese 
language course with emphasis on healthcare professional 

use will be introduced.  Another important feature is the 
elective programme in the second semester of the third year, 
which will provide opportunities to widen students’ education 
in various cultural, geographical, clinical or research settings.

Ready to Set the Pace with Five-year BNurs Programme
 Comparison of the 4-year and 5-year BNurs programmes 

Year 1

Introduction to Health Sciences
Mechanism of Diseases

Health and the Local/Global Community
Medical Ethics and Humanities

CCC

CCC and General English Course

Year 2
RESP CVS GI URO MSS

CCC
CCC

Year 3
CNS H & N HI ENDO

Elective
Professional Use of Chinese

Year 4
Integrated Block Junior Clerkship

English in the Discipline

Year 5 Senior Clerkship Specialty Clerkship

Year 6 Specialty Clerkship Elective Pre-internship

6-year MBBS curriculum structure

4-year programme

•	 60	credits	per	academic	year
•		Total	43	courses	&	240	credits:
 •  30 Core courses (144 credits)
 •  1 Chinese language course (3 credits)
 •  2 English language courses (6 credits)
 •  2 Common core courses (12 credits)
 •  1 Nursing elective course (6 credits)
 •  7 Practicum courses (69 credits)

5-year programme

•	 60	credits	per	academic	year
•	 Total	45	courses	&	300	credits:
  • 28 Core courses (168 credits)
 • 1 Chinese language course (6 credits)
 • 2 English language courses (12 credits)
 • 6 Common core courses (36 credits)
 • 1 Nursing elective course (6 credits)
 • 7 Practicum courses (72 credits)

For more details about the programmes, please visit the Education section of 
the Faculty website at www0.hku.hk/facmed/03edu_undergrad.htm.


