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The theme in 2010 was “Assuring Excellence in Medical and Health 
Sciences Education”.  Professor Grace Tang（鄧惠瓊）, Chairman, 
Education and Accreditation Committee of The Medical Council of 
Hong Kong, gave a talk on “Quality Assurance of Professionalism”, 
and Dr Yibin Feng（馮奕斌）from the School of Chinese 
Medicine, HKU, spoke on “Quality Assurance of Outcome-based 
Professional Training in Chinese Medicine Programmes: Current 
Status and Challenges”.  

The next Frontiers conference, 
entitled “Holistic Approach in 
Medical and Health Sciences 
Educat ion”,  wi l l  be  held  on 
December 2-3, 2011.  A series 
of plenar y sessions,  forums, 
free-paper presentations and 
workshops on such hot topics 
as “Educational Approaches in 
Medical and Health Sciences”, 
“Electives/Special Study Module 
(SSM)”, “Humanities/Ethics and 
Law” and “Global Health” will 
be included in the programme.  
Other highlights include an interactive forum and student 
presentation session on “Special Study Module and Experiential 
Learning”,  which echoes the goals of the Common Core 
Curriculum being introduced in 2012 under 3/3/4 educational 
reform in Hong Kong.  The new curriculum aims to promote 
whole-person education through a broad educational perspective 
to further widen students’ horizons. For more information of the 
conference, please visit www.med.hku.hk/fme2011/.

Pursuing Excellence in 
Medical and Health Sciences Education

I n striving for excellence in medical and health sciences 
education, the Institute of Medical and Health Sciences 
Education (IMHSE) fosters collaboration and the interchange 

of novel ideas and experience with local and overseas counterparts 
across the region.  Among IMHSE’s initiatives is its annual flagship 
conference “Frontiers in Medical and Health Sciences Education”.  
First organised in 2007, the event has developed into an important 
platform for the exchange of best practices in medical and health 
sciences education.

In December 2007, the first “Frontiers in Medical and Health 
Sciences Education” conference was launched to commemorate 
the 10th anniversary of our Faculty’s medical curriculum reform 
and to celebrate our 120 years of medical education in Hong Kong.  
Professor Gordon Moore of Harvard University gave a keynote 
speech entitled “Medical Curriculum Across the Globe” and co-
chaired the plenary session on “A Decade of Curriculum Reform”.  

To continue the success of the 2007 event, other renowned 
overseas and local speakers have been invited to deliver plenary 
sessions at the Frontiers conferences in subsequent years.  The 
theme of the conference in 2008 was “Ethics in Professional 
Practice”, and Professor David Fang（方津生）, member of the 
Ethics Committee of The Medical Council of Hong Kong, delivered 
a talk on “Making Doctors Human”. The 2009 conference focused 
on “Making Sense in Communication”, recognising the importance 
of effective communication skills in medical and health sciences 
education.  Professor Jeanette Lancaster from the University of 
Virginia and Professor Srikant Sarangi from Cardiff University spoke 
on “Reducing Some of the Complexity in Clinical Communication?” 
and “Encountering Patient-centredness: The Communication 
Crucible” respectively. 


