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F rom September 2010, there will be a new addition to the undergraduate curriculum at HKU – the Common Core 
Curriculum.  The move aims to provide a key common learning experience for all HKU students and to broaden their 
horizons beyond their chosen fields of study.  This means that Medical Faculty students will have the opportunity to 

widen the scope of their education beyond their professional training in human biology and disease management. 

The goals of the Common Core Curriculum are:

• to enable students to develop a broader perspective 
and a critical understanding of the complexities and 
interconnectedness of the issues they are confronted 
within their everyday lives

• to cultivate students’ appreciation of their own culture 
and other cultures, and the inter-relatedness among 
cultures

• to enable students to see themselves as members 
of global as well as local communities and to play  
an active role as responsible individuals and citizens in 
these communities 

• to enable students to develop the key intellectual 
skills that will be further enhanced in their disciplinary 
studies

Students can select from four Areas of Inquiry (AoIs) in the Common Core Curriculum, namely “Scientific and 
Technological Literacy”,  “Humanities”,  “Global Issues” and “China: Culture, State and Society”.  Each AoI has  
a conceptual framework with key themes addressing the aforementioned goals. 

The Common Core Curriculum will encourage students to focus on issues of profound significance to humankind.  
It will enable them to acquire core intellectual skills and to uphold the key values of a responsible individual and 
citizen, thus truly realising HKU’s motto, 明德格物 or mingde gewu, meaning “illustrious virtue and the investigation 
of things”.

Embracing the Wider View – 
Common Core Curriculum

Sapientia et Virtus, the Latin motto of HKU, 
is best translated ‘Wisdom and Virtue’. 
Sapientia is equivalent to gewu（格物）, 
and virtus to mingde（明德）.  Both in 
Chinese and European tradition, the 
function of a university is not simply to 
inculcate knowledge, but to train young 
people to become responsible members 
of society.


