
Education Matters  •  Medical Faculty News 9

E ducation is at the heart of the Faculty, and the Institute of 
Medical and Health Sciences Education (IMHSE), with its 
mission to promote excellence, professionalism, innovation 

and collaboration in medical and health sciences education, 
epitomises this commitment. Since its establishment in 2004, 
IMHSE has flourished, developing into an institute with diverse 
activities grouped under five core programmes.  

China Partnership
The programme has been set up to fortify academic relationships 
with the Mainland medical schools. It aims to build up strategic 
partnership with medical schools in China that shares aspiration 
in medical and health sciences education through sharing of 
learning resources and mutual visits by educators and students. 
Various programmes for professional development, such as 
the “Teach-the Teacher” courses and training programmes on 
Problem-Based Learning are offered to our strategic partners in 
formats that best meet their needs.

International Partnership
This programme coordinates and fosters partnership with 
established networks of medical schools internationally to 
pursuit high quality medical and healthcare education through 
collaboration on innovative projects, embracing new initiatives 
and the organisation of and participation in medical educational 
meetings.  

An annual flagship conference, “Frontiers in Medical and 
Health Sciences Education”, is organised by IMHSE to promote 
international collaboration and knowledge exchange. The next 
Frontiers meeting will be held on December 10 - 11, 2010. The 
theme will be quality assurance in medical and health sciences 
education. 

Professional Development of Educators and Clinicians
This programme seeks to enhance the professional development 
and academic advancement of doctors, nurses and basic 
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“A teacher affects eternity; he can never tell where his influence stops.”  
–  Henry B. Adams

Staying at the Forefront of Education

scientists as educators through workshops, 
consultation and a mentorship scheme. 
An online Certificate Course in Medical 
and Health Sciences Education (CIMHSE) 
was officially launched in January 2010 to 
assist participants from all over the world 
in becoming effective medical and health 
sciences educators.

Research and Development in Medical 
and Health Sciences Education
A major function of IMHSE is to promote 
scholarship in medical and health sciences 
education as well as curricular and teaching innovations. It holds 
regular sharing sessions for faculty members and visiting scholars 
to share their thoughts and research results.
 

Programme for Effective Transition and Student 
Support (PETSS)
PETSS provides leadership development and support to students 
from admission to graduation or pre-registration (for professional 
degrees) in order to foster comprehensive development of 
intellectual and personal strengths. A series of leadership and 
personal development programmes, student support and 
counselling, such as the Well-Being Committee and Buddy 
Scheme, are in place. 

With the approach of curriculum 
reform in 2012, under which the 
undergraduate  programmes 
(MBBS, BNurs, BChinMed, BPharm) 
will increase by one year, IMHSE 
looks  for ward to  even more 
exciting opportunities to promote 
education in the Faculty in the 
years ahead. 

For more information, please visit www.hku.hk/facmed/imhse/.


